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influence has touched anyone interested in
Urdu literature and wider contexts of cultural
history associated with Urdu. Although he did
not set out to be an institution builder, virtually
every American student of Urdu has built from
the foundations that he set down over more
than forty years. Throughout this period, Naim
stretched the conventional expectations of an
academic career. His work has been
personal, idiosyncratic, experimental, and
widely various in its interests, grounded in the
integrity of a continual curiosity, open-
mindedness, and generosity of spirit.
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This was my first encounter with Calcutta, the dying city.
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