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Postmodern Sindhi Pll“l]Sﬂllllel': Dr Ghaioor Memon

Dr Syed Alam Shah,
Sheffield, UK.

Professor, Dr Ghafoor Memon's book “Pastmodernism” (society and
literature) is an original and provocative treatment of both critique of
modernism and postmodernism, he has successiully given a very clear
account of parallels between critical social theory, modernism and
postmodernism that depicts the novelty and plausibility of
philosophical argument by the writer. The 14 chapters in this book
make an important, illuminating contributio}l to explaining the
corﬁplexity and influence of basic thoughts in postmodernism. The
book on postmodernism is unrivalled in its scope and quality. Its
comprehensiveness makes it the most useful writings so far available
on postmodernism in Pakistan. It demonstrates writer's rich
understanding of conceptual framework embedded ‘with critique of
modernism via general views of deconstructive historicity of rational
beings (world view), philology, individualism, perspectivism, de-
constructionism and post-structuralism. :

Professor Dr Ghafoor Memon has tried to give a concise guide on
postmodern thinking, deconstructive values, ideas and critique “of

moral precepts through postmodern critique of modernism. The book

12
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opens up by focusing on the most significant issues in terms of the
postmodern condition (Lyotard's specification of postmodern
epistemes of kriowledge relégated to information), critique of
Rationﬁlism, hyper realism. The book than goes on to provide a
systematic and comprehensive exploration of postmodern thoughts.
The contribution ‘proceeds chronologically begening with the
discussion on primative of postmodernism in relation s to mysticism,
abnormality, Darridian critique of structuralism and constructivism
through his attack on the metaphysics of presence, and moving on to
the problems of sex and religion, spactio-temporality aggregates of
postmodernism in terms ‘of deconstructing teleological history
(Foucault's critique of historical materialism and Marxism), hodern
values and, above all culture as a whole.

Professor Dr Ghafoor Memon conducts a careful analysis of major
themes of postmodernism, and exami}les with painstaking care and
objectivity, the shifting structures of argument from modern to
postmodernism epismtemes. | think professor g m has opengd up
critique of modern literature (especially in Pakistan) via'challénges of
postmodernism to a far wider audience than they have appealed to at
all until now (in Pakistan). Ceﬁainly Dr Memon's book on
postmodernism is enormously required to further research in the

postmodernism and critique of literature.
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“When modern philosophers announced god dead, it was the divinity -

in-human that died, not god” #*
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Light is an energy exchange between electrons. However, the
exchange Mechanism was unknown, as Einstein implied when he said:

"l would just like to know what an electron is." *

eﬁg’déyﬂﬁbfﬁﬁb’ﬂﬁaﬁﬁ\ﬁag Jbdi ) e o
bS] oo g “God play dice ” 5 5,55 55 bl s s i
S JowMs S olEls 5 g s iy T s 2agny

SR

3

While at a glance this may seem like just another strange theory, it
contains many clues as to the fundamental nature of the universe and
is more important than even relativity in the grand scheme of things (if
any one thing at that level could be said to be more important than
anything else). Furthermore, it describes the nature of the universe as
being much different than the world we see. As Niels Bohr said,

4http: //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Introduction_to_quantum_mechanics.

4 .http://library.thinkquest.org/3487 /qp.htm
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"Anyone who is not shocked by quantum theory has not understood
it."
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“Our behavior is functioning of'our decisions not our conditions” °
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“The force of love kindness and mercy were too often defeated in '
-‘the struggle for material development arid consumption. Frequently
force took place of love, information replaced wisdom, wealtﬁ become
" synonymous of happiness. The earth was shaittered into many little
centers of self ~ interests. Consequently human knowledge become
limited to the physical world and laws of material were applied to the
spiritual. The futility of such as under taking is now clearly before us,

as we behold our world divided , dispirited , burdened with in Justice,
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“There is essential unity between the great religions of the world,
divine inspiration which comes to humanity from time to time in
different form which is in harmony with the culture of a certain people

at a certain time, Different forms but the same truth.”

¥ Dr. H.J Witteveen,” Universal Sufism  Great Britain 1997
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“The signified concept is never present in and of itself, in a sufficient
pfesence that would refer only itself essentially and lawfully; every
concept is inscribed in a chain or in a system within which it refers to

the other, to other concept. ™
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Press 1972 Page 104
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“Man has been definéd by his relation ship to the dut side world .to
nature, to society, indeed to God ... where as woran has been defined
in relation ship to man”.35(1)‘
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1. *Mary Anne Férguson image of women in literature,

Boston, Mifflin company 1981 Page .5
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¥ Freud, Sigmund, “The Dissolution of the  oedipal
Complex.” On Sexuality. Vol. 7 of Penguin Freud Library.
Trans. James Strachey. Ed. Angela  Richards. Harmond
sworth: Penguin, 1976. Page: 313-322.
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“One s not born, but becomes a woman. No biological, psychological,
or economical fate determines the figure that the human female

present in the society: it is ciVilization as a whole that produces this
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creation, intermediate between male and eunuch which is described as
a feminine” *(3).
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2. Simone De Behavior, “The Second Sex” translated by
parshley. H.M, Alfred A knopf vintage books edition
1989 page 7.
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® _“Riot grrrl” From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riot_grrrl on 06-06-2011
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* Modern Criticism and theory (Edited by David Lodge) London.
Longman 1990, Page 288.
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P ‘_,ﬁ 2 Teminine voices in sindhi poetry “ o secze (3 1 as

“ Shakh Ayaz’s wife said that she spent her entire life waiting for him,
when ever he asked her to pack his clothes , she asked how many to
pack? His writer friends would come and suddenly in the middle of
night they would all leave, even during illness and old age. He studied

sixteen to seventeen hours a day. He slept little. The famous poet,
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shamshir ul Hadris’s wife, once told me affectionately marries a thief,
dacait, or scoundrel if you will, but never marry apoet”. “(9)
P 155 o P (SO e g s 23,05 Il 4 S0 g0
b et Al pal Jpds  SB)l gy s (Al 20 30
b gl 5,9 0L 3 S3 audie gy 2 Jsds (2 JI5 pokis 2350
gsl:S 70 5181960 Jaus o5l g 55 52 3l Lb@jb]@ﬁdjlgl@&ﬁ
J2ssd g o 2 6555 it 5 S Jed3r 000 0l T p0ed 4
Méauuﬁfﬁ&; Lbl&;.,\qﬁﬁgboldx-f/ﬁﬁé)éjobaw
Ls.ggﬂgxq; Lnlga .‘;g‘;,sououuoﬂ@ggsl,ﬁ.@l,@
ol 6225 3 L. F s 03l 5 S 068 (o2 0ol 5 gobendl it S5
lhlJJ.len;»Jli»_,jblﬁuj_,s&ho@bjgéxgéojﬁg,.'y
B ERE VS s TP STITLL Pr LSV PRRRE XPS [ TEp KN S
g ol
P FYC P
“Poets and intellectuals actively participate in literary activates.
Their drawing rooms echo with literary debates and arguments. The
intellectual or poet’s wife brings is in the tea and then closes the door,

puts the children to sleep and recreates into the kitchen. The debate

* Attiya dawood, “Feminine voices in Sindhi poetry”

www.attiyadawood.com/arti01.htm! - dated 06-06-2011
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on woman’s emancipation in the drawing room does not reach her
ears. *(10)
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% Attiya dawood, “Feminine voices in Sindhi poetry”

www.attivadawood.com/arti01.html - dated 06-06-2011

* Erick Fromm, “The sane society” Adlai Stevenson at Columbia

University in 1954: page 145
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Professor. Dr Ghaloor Memon's book “Pastmodermism™ (sociely and literatus
nd provocative treatment of both criti jue of modernism and pos
has st sfully given a very count of parallels between crili
modernism and postmodernism thal d picls the novelly and plausibilit

his book make ar mportant. illu

argument by the writer The 14 haplers in |
contributions to explaining  th mplexily and influence of basic th ughts
postmodernism. The book on postmodernism is unrivalled in its scope and quality. Its
comprehensiveness makes il Lhe most useful wrilings so far available on postmodernism
in Pakistan. It demonstrates writer's rich understan fing of conceptual framework
cmbedded with critique of modernism via general views of deconstructive historicity of
rational beings (wotld view). philology. individualism perspectivism. de-constructionism and
post-structuralism.

Prolessor Dr Chafoor Memon has: Lried (o give a concise guide on postmodern
thinking deconstructive values, ideas and « ritique of moral precepls through postmoderm
critique of modernism. The book pens up by focusing on the most signilicant issues in
terms of the postmodem condition (Lyotard's specification of postm {em epistemes of
knowledge el ed to information). critique of Rationalism. hyper realism. The book than
&oes on o provide a systematic and mprehensive exploration of postmodern thoughts
The contribution proceeds chronologically | -gening with Lhe discussion on primative of
postmodernism in relalion s to mysticism. abnormality, Darridian crilique of structuralism
ana cor

istructivism through his altack on the metaphys . and moving on Lo
the problems of sex and 1 ligion. spactio- ralily aggregales of postmodernism in
terms feconstructing logical history (Foucault's critique of historical materialism
and Marxism). modern valugs ¢ ibove all culture as a whole. Professor Dr Chafoor
Memon conducts a careful gnalysis of major themes of postmodernism. and examines with

painstaking care and

{ [
postmodernism cpismtene think professor g m has pened up criliqu modern

hilling sl [ argumenl from modern

literature (especially in Pakistan) via challense [ postmod |‘m-»m“ v |

iudience than Lhey hay 11 it all until now (in Pakistan). Cerl sinly Dr Met

Lmodernism is gnormously required Lo further 1 irch in the postmoderni

D Syed Alam Stiak
Sheffield UK.
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