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A PAINFUL
PORTRAYAL OF SINDH SOCIETY

My friend Mr. Muhammad Ali Pathan is an
accomplished and adept man of letters. He has done
innovative experiments in different genres of literature
and all of them have earned acclaim from literary circles so
much so that even his critics seem appreciative of his
creative competence and imaginative ascent. His short
stories” book “Ahecad of the World” is also unique in its
texture and idiom. The stories given in it are based on
author’s inquisitive investigations which he has spun
imaginatively with dialogues delivered in a folk dialect
easily understood by common man.

These short stories come under the category of “Flash
Fiction” which carry a clear message and leave reader not
in a state of confusion to ponder over its latent import.

1 would like to cite here certain stories from the book
under my review for enlightened readers to comprehend
the pathos and anguish of the author felt for Sindhi society
caught in the cobweb of cruel customs of honor kiiling,
illiteracy, ignorance and tyranny of an idle macho milieu.

The short story “Let's see who hears their
complaint” (DISON KAIR THO BUDHEN) is indeed of
international standard. It depicts “Might is Right”
philosophy which is being applied in the universe from
world superpowers to heads of hamlets of Sindh. All the
powerful nations and authorities existing in different forms
and shapes keep on inflicting indignities, atrocities upon
the oppressed nations and weak people in this global
village. While an act of unleashing hounds on a voiceless
widow and her depressed daughter by hooligans of a
landlord is an oblique indication to all oppressors who hail
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from a condemnable culture of aristocratic vulgarity and
ruthlessness. Byron befittingly portrays a true picture of
such savage class in his ode to New York “which exactly
suits to the soulless swine of Sindh, in these lines;

“Vulgar of manner, overfed
Overdressed and underbred
Heartless, Godless, hell’s delight
Rude by day and lewd by night”

In “CC Cameras” story the author -castigates
inhumanity of private labs and medical college owners
who promote unethical trade of human organs and
patronize professional criminals to dig dead bodies from
graves of deserted graveyards. This is a caustic criticism on
government for its failure to control over this terrific trade.

The story “one wheeling” carries a cautionary
message for parents to forbid cute kids to play havoc with
their lives through this pernicious practice.

In “A memente of ancestors” (Wadran [i Nishani), the
writer lampoons lucidly at Sindh education Department
for its failure to replace outdated books and syllabus with
updated books and material.

He refers to a classic example of a Sindhi novel (Jhan
Aara) on intermediate classes, which is an absurd in its
contents and message, yet it is being taught from decades.
Apart from it there are many trite topics in arts and science
subjects which need to be replaced iwith new ones, but no
heed is given to this essential academic issue.

In the story “An Attitude”(Rawash) the author exposes
despicable disposition of aristocracy towards the issue of
public safety measures and none compliance of apex court
adjudication regarding installation of standard cylinders in
public transport vehicles to avoid recurrence of explosion
incidents causing countless causalities.

The story “An intact Trust’ (Amaanat) tells an
enlightened decisions of separation by a revolutionary
couple at nuptial night when a bold bride spoke the truth
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with a brave bridegroom about her refusal to marry with
him. He received the refusal with open heart and accepted it
as an inviolable right of hers to choose life partner at her will
and wish. This short story heralds the good tidings of
resistance against forced marriages.

“Defamation” (Khuwari jo Kharo) is also a classical
story which hjghlights the harms of usury business being
run by private persons who encumber poverty stricken
people under a back breaking burden of heavy interest
upon advanced loans. Indeed, the dictates of usurers are
not less than those of IMF & World. The only differen¢e in
roles of Bretton Woods institutions and local usurers is.that
IMF and World Bank enslave natiors all over the world ind
local financers enslave few poor people of localities.

In this story the writer shows public pleasure at the
arrest of a criminal creditor (Usurer), which is a catharsis
for venting pent up agonies being endured bv m'serable
masses. The usurers are an anathema to the snciety and an
affective erackdown against them is a welcome step that
ought to be admired.

The story “Conflagration”(Bhanbiwoor khe Baah) is a
saddening anecdote of merciless messiahs who often go on
strike in government hospitals even at trifle matfers and
become socruei that they refuse to give first aid to serious
patients losing the all sense of a professional ethics to serve
suffering humanity as a divine: dity. While in private
clinics they show much tolerance and pocket petty instilts,
with smiling faces.

“The Temptation” (Ann jo Munh Jand De) is a sarcastic
censure upon the conscienceless doctors who vield to
temptinig offers of drug companies and prescribe spurious
and low quality drugsir lieu of persona perks and facilities
without consideting hazards fo the health of patients.

In the “Dreadful Departmeht” (Dadhio Khaato) story the
writer exposes highhandedness of law enforcirg agencies
which occupy educational institutions in Sindh and brazenly
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refusc to vacate buildings depriving students of education
mostly in 1ural areas where police stations are housed in
school buildings. This story is a silent satire on perverse role
of police depart.nent. »

“A cruel current’ (Walishee [Aahkiro) is a hair raising
story of an innocent lass kidnapped and raped by two
cavage sons of influential parents whom she got arrested
with bold stance, but on appearance of pregnancy, her
uncle and cousins felt their pride piqued as a result they
strangulated her with the same scarf she abortively
attempted to put at their feet to let her live because she
was not at fault for violation of chastity.

“A doll betund a donkey” (Gadh Puthian) is too a
moving story of a four years infan! «ir! given in a marriage
to a sixty years old man as an inde..wuty for saving life of
her uncle who was accused of committing adultery with a
woman murdered by the old man as an honor killing case.

“Befitting” (Merk) this story relates an agonizing
anecdote of a barefooted woman working in field who
urged her husband to get her a pair of slippers for
protectior. »f feet from pricklv rhorns, painted stones and
heat bu...ng. Hearttess husband deemed the demand as
an act of undue dalliance so instead of obliging her; he
gave her a brutal bashing.

"The story “Two roeful hilsa” (Ba Aaniyara Pala)
narates z “terrible tale of an unfeeling father who,
overwhelmed by greed and gluttony seils his daughters and
lives luxyriously taking in meals too roeful hilsa daily. This
Ba lasﬁng.lampoon on unfriendly fathefs.

“Three wives and fifteen Acres” (Tray Zaalon aen
Tmh‘lnreb), it 15 a story of an idle’ husband who hinges on
W‘?rk"!g wives .and leads-a life of dependence despite
being fiy ror physical work. Sach’ husbands are ludicrous
lea. Qg fDr famj-hes- . ) .

o€ story “Licking the dust -of road’! (Chaate Road Jee
79), narrates a deep routed malice hirking in.the mund.
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of man against womenfolk. It depicts an evil deign of a
dishonored husband, who on the insagauon of a local
landiord, killed his virtuous wife with an ill motive to get
two acres of a cultivated land from a villager by alleging
him of having adulterous relatons with his wife
murdered in konor killing. But after arbitration, local
landlord occupied two acres of land and left him without
land and lady.

In the title story “Ahead of the world” (Dunia Kha
Agtay) the writer relates a lamentable legend of an ill-
tempered, idle, peevish and parasitic husband, who in a fit
of fury killed his modest wife at a trifle teasing and
wmveneed a case of honor killing and implicated a man
recentlv returned from Saudi Arabia to exact money from
him in conort with local landlord and Station house officer
(SHO). This sorry situation, prompts the writer to get this
dialogue dehvered from a character. “Ah! Honor killing is
growing gravely as a benefiting business in Sindh”.

In the perspective of a wide spectrum of short stories
covering discriminatory debonair of man against women,
it would not be exaggeration to say that wome,, < the
worst sufterer o! gender discrimination, be she a n._u.er, a
sister, a daughter, a wife, a widow, or in any relationship,
she meets mortifica on at the hands of man for being used
as an object of sacrifice, sale and safety for a man.

In summation the state of women woes can be put in
these poetic lines;

“It is an established fact, not a dubious dictum
Sindhi woman is th.+" vorst discrimination vicim
Poets and writers ... Zdessly it note

Man makes woman ever scapegoat

In the world she meets many a hurdle

But her sufferings in Sindh blood curdle”.

Jam Jamali
Larkana
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