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The folk lore represented the main body of
Russian Literature in the Middle Ages....

By the thirteenth century, Russian poetry
had reached a high level of achievement and
could be compared with its European
Counterparts
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Peter's objective: To break away from

Byzantine tradition of rigidity and isolation,
and to promote secular progress in all areas
of State. .

He forced the old Boyars to shave off their
| long beards and wear German jackets:
compelled young aristocrats to learn foreugn
languages and adopt French. Politesse’
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It was only in Gogol's works that Russian
prose affirmed its artistic originality.

He is recognized initiator and leader of
Russian Realism.

A great many critics call him romantic and
admire him as a creator of dreams and
fantastic visions, a mystical narrator of
weird fanciful stories.
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Turgenev's stories were based on real facts
and dealt with living models. His works have
an aesthetic unity dependent on style and
singleness of purpose.
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Oblomov is a debunking of the superfluous man. He is
intelligent and kind hearted, but too soft and lazy... This
paralysis of will is rooted in his in eracdicatable contempt for
action. He firmly believes that inactivety is a symbol of social
superiority and that work is a curse.
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Peter lavrov- every educated man had
obligations towards the popular masses
which, by their toil, made possible all
achievement in art and thought......

Millions suffered, hungered, and died to
provide leisure for the upper classes.......

It was morally imperative to pay one's debt
to the people by founding a social order
which would offer culture and welfare to all
instead of to a privileged minority
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Tolestoy made fun of bureaucracy- created
hilarious lampoons and puns directed against
the narrowness of the bureaurats.

Nekrassov: You may not be a poet but must
be a citizen.

Dostovsky's  literary and  ideological
evolution, the man from underground comes
to the surface and, in a person Rakolnikov,
chooses open rebellion as the only means
for changing his destiny. He divides mankind
into two main groups - the trembling
multitude of common man - the daring
minority of exceptional individuals who have
right to transgress the conventional rules
of social Law and Custom.
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Chekhov reasserted the value of
belief in liberalism; he wrote jokingly
that, ' reason and justice tell me, that
there is more humanity in electricity
and steam than charity and
vegetarianism.’

He always repeated that, ‘he who does
not want anything, has no hopes and no
fears, can not become a writer.'
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Pushkin became a national writer of
first magnitude.
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